GROUND IVY

Ground Ivy is a non-native, creeping perennial
which likes moist
soll and partial
shade. It can be
found inlawns
and flowerbeds. It
g forms mats since
roots can form at
each node. Ground I-.-y performs well in cold
climates. It is a relative of mint and is an
invasive spreader.

The leaves are nearly round and have
scalloped edges. Small plantlets grow from
trailing stems and roots develop beneath
each one. The leaves are opposite. Stems are
square. It has bluefviolet flowers which
appear in small clusters in late spring. These
produce 4 triangular seeds. Ground ivy
spreads by seed and creeping stems which go
outward 30 inches or more.

Control

Pull up all stems
and allow to
totally dry out.
Mowing will not ‘
help as they will
just emerge
from the stems
left behind. If .
your pulling out causes bare spots in the Iawn,
reseed these areas with turf grass that will
quickly occupy that area. Continue pulling out
the ground ivy once a month all summer and
the following year. This takes persistence. But
will work.

SMARTWEED
Smartweed reproduces using rhizomes
(rootstocks) and seeds. Plants normally grow
from two to three feet tall. The stems are
usually unbranched and thicken to form nodes
at the leaf joints. This trait is partially
responsible for the common name of
knotweed. Swamp smartweed may also
exhibit a red-striped stem. The leaves of the
plants are alternate, oblong, and
tapering at both ends. They are
usually pointed at the tip and
exhibit smooth margins. The
- leaves of land plants grow up to
‘/ N 8 inches long, while those of
4{ \/ aquatic plants are somewhat

@8 smaller (up to 6 inches long).
The leaves of the land plants are
generally more oval than those of aquatic
plants, which exhibits floating, arrow-shaped
leaves. The leaf stalks of both plant forms
endircle the stem to form nodes. The plants
display extensive root systems. They are
known to grow roots at the nodes of the stem.
Swamp smartweeds exhibit tall,
slender, and erect flower clusters. |
The spike-like flower clusters
grow from 1.5 in. to 7 in. tall. The g
flowers may be red, pink, or white '
(very rarely) in color.

Control

Swamp smartweed blooms from
July to September. The spreading
root system allows for
competition with other plants while making it
difficult to kill the plants. For this reason,
cultivation, hoeing, and harrowing may be
used to control the plants.

READ THE LABEL
This publication contains no pesticide
recommendations. There are available
pesticides on the market to help control
weeds in vegetable and fruit gardens. Only
licensed pesticide applicators are
permitted to use pesticides on someone
else’s property. You may apply pesticides
to your own property but always

READ THE LABEL!!

QUESTIONS?
Contact your county Extension Office

http://lucas.osu.edu
419-578-6783
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COMMON CHICKWEED

Common chickweed grows as a winter
annual, sprouting from fall to early spring.
It sets seed while weather still remains
cold. It’s very cold hardy and prefers moist,
fertile soil with neutral pH in sun or partial
shade.

Chickweed is common in flower beds and
vegetable gardens where the soil is good. It
is a very small
plant at first,
but becomes a
prostrate, green
mat. It has oval
shaped leaves
opposite each
other with
pointed ends. Small white flowers open in
sun, and partially on cloudy days.

Control

If in a resting vegetable bed in spring, use a
pronged hoe to rake through it and when
the stems become knotted on the tines,
twist in a circle to pull the plants from the
soil. Remove g ™
the chunks of
chickweed and
dispose ofina %
waste place. To
remove plants
next to hardy
flowers, use a
fork. Slip the tines

under the crown of the chickweed just at
the soil line and twist to pull the plant away
from your plant.
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BITTERCRESS

Bittercress is a winter or summer annual, and
can be a biennial. It is opportunistic and can
over winter as a rosette in mild climates. Itisa
problem in nurseries and greenhouses.
Bittercress
shows up in
home gardens
from being
brought in with
orfon container
plants. It likes
moist, sandy,
organic soils in

waste and cultivated areas.

Hairy bittercress has ascending, erect and
angled branches with few leaves. The basal
leaves are more numerous than the smaller
stem leaves and may or may not have hairy
upper surfaces. It has fewer upper stem
leaves and they are usually hairy on the upper
surface. Flowers are white and very prolificin
mid to late spring. The seed pods are
explosive and can send seeds over 10 feet!
Lesser-seeded bittercress is similar, but has
rounder, more numerous leaflets.

Control
Bittercress needs
to be pulled and
discarded before
it sets seeds! This
is very important
as the seeds are so explosive and will spread
easily. Watch for hitch-hikers in purchased
plants!







